The Ohio Outback Bass Classic

Muskingum River

On September 19th and 20th of 2009 the 1st annual The Ohio Outback Bass Classic was held on the Muskingum River. This year 25 two person teams coming from Central and Southeastern Ohio, set out  of the Muskingum River Parkway McConnelsville State Park Boat Ramp to catch bass 12 inches in length or longer. The quarry was Largemouth, Smallmouth and Spotted bass. All contestants returned safely after two days of fishing with no incidents to report. Our first tournament was a great success. The weather cooperated and so did the fish  with  126  bass being weighed in with a total weight of 138.94 pounds. All fish were alive and well at the scales and released back into the Muskingum River to be caught another day.  This year’s tournament raised $5,060.00 in entry fees and sponsorship donations to be paid 100% back to the winners. A big bass pot was also formed with $340.00 to be awarded to the contestant who caught the biggest bass of the two day tournament.  

This year’s top honors went to: 1st Place $2,000.00 and plaque - Daniel Vandine and Dick Ray. 2nd Place $1,000.00 and plaque - Joey Heavener and Jamie Heavener. 3rd Place $600.00 and plaque - Doug Bolyard and Alen Wayne. 4th Place $300.00 - Brad Evans and  Troy Khune. 5th Place $200.00 - Tracy Singree and Wesley Clutter. 6th Place $125.00 - Ab Reed and Mike Baughman. 7th Place $100.00 - Scott Eddleblute and Casey Coffey. 8th Place $100.00 - Tom Heavener and John Wion.  Biggest Bass $340.00 and plaque - Daniel Vandine and Dick Ray at 2.14 lbs.
Congratulations to all of the contestants for making this a safe and successful tournament. A Special Thanks to all the sponsors  for your support of this great sport. Also the Muskingum River Parkway officials and lock tenders in their efforts to make these events more enjoyable. We look forward to having more and bigger events in the future. For information on upcoming events, log on to www.theohiooutback.com or call Trudy A. Massey at (740)559-3700. 
We appreciate the following for helping with the tournament: Casey Singree, Ryan McGrew, Shayna McGrew, Mick Sturgill, Russ Tippett, Judy & Ron Wallace, Tammy Ray, Jody McGrew, Shane McGrew, Danielle Stillman, Brad Bond and Morgan County Commissioners.
Sponsors: Morgan Hardware – Mark Eckert Construction – Little Dog Deli – McDonald’s McConnelsville, Beverly & New Lexington – The Ohio Outback Lodge – River Queen Tavern – Practical Strategies ltd – Shelly & Sands Inc. – T. W. Spears Plumbing & Excavating – Warren’s IGA Grocery & IGA Express Station – First National Bank – N.W.T.F. Wolfe Creek Chapter – Maxwell’s Hunting & Fishing – Farley’s Fishing & Hunting Supplies – Pirates Pizza – Muskingum River Cottages - Todd Sidwell Realty – Deano’s Pizza & Subs – Elliott Lumber Co. – Citizens National Bank – Braggs Furniture TV and  Appliance – New Way Ads.

